1957  YEAR  BOOK 


The  Pennsylvania  Horticultutal  Society 


The  beautiful  design  on  the  cover  of  the  Yearbook  was 
made  for  the  Horticultural  Society  by  a  niember  of  the 
Council,  DOROTHY  FALCON  PLATT.  Mrs.  Piatt  is  a 
well-known  artist  who  combines  botanical  knowledge  with 
artistic  skill  to  create  flower  paintings  and  horticultural 
designs  of  great  distinction. 
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THE  PENNSYLVANIA  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY  is  a  non- 
profit organization  of  individuals  whose  purpose  is  to  promote  horti- 
culture. 

The  annual  reports  of  committee  chairmen  in  the  following  pages 
give  some  idea  of  how  this  aim  is  pursued. 

Horticultural  knowledge  is  made  available  by  means  of  lectures, 
symposiums,  projects  in  plant  culture,  displays  of  fine  plant  material 
and  demonstrations  of  cultural  procedures.  The  Society  also  has  an  ex- 
cellent horticultural  library  which  may  be  used  either  directly  or  by 
mail.     A  trained  consultant  helps  the  members  with  gardening  problems. 

The  Society  takes  an  important  part  in  both  the  Philadelphia  Flower 
Show  and  the  Chrysanthemum  Show  at  Swarthmore.  and  stages  a  Daffodil 
Show  and  other  shows  of  seasonal  interest.  It  has  an  active  interest  in 
conservation  and  civic  improvement.  It  continues  to  have  a  part  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  Azalea  Garden,  which  it  gave  to  the  city  several 
years  ago. 

Members  of  the  Society  have  the  privilege  of  visiting,  without  charge, 
many  private  gardens  in  this  area.  Dues  also  include  a  subscription  to 
Horticulture,  a  leading  garden  magazine. 

The  present  membership  is  over  6700.  An  invitation  to  join  the 
Society  is  extended  to  all  who  are  interested  in  sharing  its  privileges 
and  its  work. 

Annual  dues,  $5.00. 

Life  Membership  Fee,  $100.00. 

(may  be  paid  in  installments.) 


Make  checks  payable  to: 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

389   Suburban   S+a+ion    Building 
1617   Pennsylvania   Boulevard,    Philadelphia   3,   Pennsylvania 

Telephone:  RIt+enhouse  6-8352   -    RIttenhouse  6-71 85 
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OFFICERS  AND  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 


President 
MR.  J.  LFDDON  PENNOCK.  JR. 

Vice-Presidents 

MR.  GEORGE  R.  CLARK  DR.  JOHN  M.  FOGG,  JR. 

MR.S.  RICHARD  D.  WOOD.  JR. 


Secretary 
MRS.  E.  PAGE  ALLINSON 


Treasurer 
MR.  GEORGE  R.  CLARK 


Assistant  Treasurer 
MR.  CARROLL  R.  WETZEL 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 


Term   Ending  December  31,    1957 

MRS.  E.  PAGE  ALLINSON 
DR.  JOHN  B.  CARSON 
DR.  JOHN  M.  FOGG,  JR. 
MR.  WILLIAM  CLARKE  MASON 
MR.  FREDERICK  W.  G.  PECK 
MRS.  WALTER  REBMANN 
MR.  RICHARD  H.  L.  SEXTON 
MISS  ESTELLE  L.  SHARP 
MR.  WILLIAM  H.  WEBER 
MR.  JOHN  G.  WILLIAMS 


Term   Ending   December  31,    1958 

MR.  CHARLES  BECKER,  JR. 
MR.  J.  LIDDON  PENNOCK.  JR. 
MRS.  G.  RUHLAND  REBMANN,  JR. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  H.  SCHEETZ 
MRS.  RALPH  T.  STARR 
MR.  R.  GWYNNE  STOUT 
MRS.  W.  BEAUMONT  WHITNEY.  II 
MRS.  RICHARD  D.  WOOD.  JR. 


Term   Ending    December  31,    1959 


MR.  W.  ATLEE  BURPEE,  JR. 
MRS.  JOHN  B.  CARSON 
MR.  GEORGE  R.  CLARK 
MRS.  J.  NORMAN  HENRY 
MR.  HENRY  D.  MIRICK 


MRS.  CHARLES  PLATT 
MRS.  DONALD  P.  ROSS 
DR.  J.  FRANKLIN  STYER 
MR.  CARROLL  R.  WETZEL 
MRS.  HARRY  WOOD 


OFFICE  STAFF 

MRS.    BROOKS   SEMPLE,   Executive   Secretary 

MISS  MARY  P.  PHILLIPS,  Horticulturist  Consultant 

MISS  MARY  S.  GREEN.  Librarian 

MRS.  CATHERINE  E.  TAGGART.  Membership  Secretary 


COMMITTEES  FOR   1957 


The  President,  ex-officio,  is  a  member  of  all  committees. 

Executive   Committee 

MR.  CARROLL  R.  WETZEL.  Chairman 
MRS.    E.   PAGE   ALLINSON  MR.  WILLIAM  CLARKE  MASON 

DR.  JOHN  B.  CARSON  MRS.  G.  RUHL^ND  REBMANN,  JR. 

MR.  GEORGE  R.  CLARK  MRS.   RICHARD  D.  WOOD,  JR. 

Finance   Committee 

MR.  WILLIAM  CLARKE  MASON.  Chairman 
MR.  JOHN  G.  WILLIAMS  DR.  J.  FRANKLIN  STYER 

Library   Committee 

DR.  JOHN   M.  FOGG,  JR.,   Chairman 
MR.  W.  ATLEE  BURPEE,  JR.  MR.  RICHARD  H.  L.  SEXTON 

MRS.  E.  FLORENS  RIVINUS 

Lecture   Committee 

MR.  CHARLES  BECKER,  JR.,  Chairman 
MR.  CARL  W.  FENNINGER  MR.  CH\RLE5  K.  HALLOWELL 

DR.  JOHN  M.  FOGG,  JR.  MR.  JOHN  C.  WISTER 

Horticultural   Committee 

MRS.  W.  BEAUMONT  WHITNEY,  II,  Chairman 
MRS.  FREDERIC  L.  BALLARD,  JR.         MR.  R.  GWYNNE  STOUT 
MRS.  J.  FOLSOM  PAUL  MR.  JOSEPH  B.  TOWNSEND.  JR. 

MRS.  RICHARD  H.  PREWITT  MRS.  RICHARD  D.  WOOD,  JR. 

MR.  RICHARD  H.  L.  SEXTON  MRS.  EDWARD  F.  R.  WOOD.  JR. 

MRS.  RALPH  T.  STARR 

Chrysanthemum   Show  Committee 

MR.   WILLIAM   H.   WEBER,   Chairman 
MR.  HARRY  WOOD,  Co-Chairman 
MRS.  GUSTAVE  BALLENBERG        MR.  HAROLD  GRAHAM 
MR.  CHARLES  BECKER,  JR.  MRS.  CHARLES  HOGG,  JR. 

MRS.  CHARLES  BECKER,  JR.         MR.  ERIC  H.  JENKINS 
MISS  ELEANOR  W.  DAVID  MR.  WAYNE  W.  RADCLIFFE 

MR.  WILLIAM  G.  ELLIS  MRS.  ARTHUR  HOYT  SCOTT 

MRS.  T.  BROMLEY  FLOOD  MRS.  HARRY  WOOD 

MR.  WALTER  L.  HEWES,  Chairman  of  Staging 

Exhibition   Committee 

MRS.  HARRY  WOOD,  Chairman 
MR.  R.  GWYNNE  STOUT,  Vice-Chairman 
MRS.  J.  GIBSON   McILVAIN  BUNTING  DR.  ETHEL  B.  HANKELE 

MRS.  T.  BROMLEY  FLOOD  MRS.  CARL  B.  WATSON 
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Garden  Visits  Committee 

MR.  FREDERICK  W.  G.  PECK,  Chairman 
MRS.   HORACE   JONES  MRS.  HOWARD  W.  TAYLOR 

MRS.  DONALD  P.  ROSS  MRS.  JOSEPH  B.  TOWNSEND,  JR 

Membership   Committee 

MR.  RICHARD  H.  L.  SEXTON,  Chairman 
MR.  H.  GLEASON  MATTOON  MRS.  RICHARD  H.  L.  SEXTON 

MRS.  RICHARD  H.  PREWITT  MRS.  EDWARD  F.  R.  WOOD,  JR. 

Editorial   Committee 
MRS.  G.  RUHLAND  REBMANN,  JR.,  Chairman 

Azalea   Garden   Committee 

DR.  JOHN  B.  CARSON,  Chairman 
MRS.  HOWARD  A.  FOSTER  MISS  ESTELLE  L.  SHARP 

MR.  HENRY  D.  MIRICK  MR.  JOSEPH  B.  TOWNSEND,  JR. 

AIR.  WILLIAM  H.  NOBLE,  JR.  MR.  WILLIAM  H.  WEBER 

MRS.  J.  FOLSOM  PAUL  MR.  JOHN  G.  WILLIAMS 

MR.  FREDERICK  W.  G.  PECK  MRS.   RICHARD  D.  WOOD,  JR. 

Philadelphia    Flower  Show  Committee 

MRS.  WALTER  REBMANN,  Chairman 
MRS.  FRANCIS  H.  SCHEETZ,  Vice-Chairman 
AlISS  ELEANOR  W.  DAVID  MRS.  VAN  HORN  ELY 

MRS.  CHANNING  WAY 

Awards  Committee 

MISS  ESTELLE  L.  SHARP,  Chairman 
MR.  GEORGE  R.  CLARK  MRS.  WALTER  REBMANN 

DR.  JOHN  M.  FOGG,  JR.  DR.  J.  FRANKLIN  STYER 

MR.  FREDERICK  W.  G.  PECK  MR.  WILLIAM  H.  WEBER 

MR.  J.   LIDDON   PENNOCK,  JR.  MR.  JOHN  C.  WISTER 

OFFICE  RECORDS 

Year   Ending   November    14,    1956 

■    Membership  as  of  November  14,  1956 6553 

Losses,  including  deaths    902 

New  Members  added  during  the  year 1007 
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ANNUAL  MEETING— 1956 

The  130th  Annual  Meeting  of  The  Pennsylvania  Horticultural 
Society  was  held  on  Wednesday,  November  14,  1956,  with  66  members 
present.  Due  to  Mr.  Pennock's  illness,  Mr.  George  R.  Clark,  Vice- 
President,  presided.  Mr.  Clark  expressed  appreciation  of  the  contribution 
which  Mr.  Pennock  has  made  to  the  Society  during  his  term  as  President. 
Mr.  Peck  presented  to  the  meeting  the  following  message  to  Mr.  Pennock: 
"We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  to  Liddon  Pennock  our 
very  real  thanks  for  the  magnificent  job  he  has  done  as  President  of  The 
Pennsylvania  Horticultural  Society  for  the  past  three  years.  He  has  given 
abundantly  of  his  time  and  effort.  His  leadership  has  always  been  forceful 
and  at  the  same  time  tactful.  His  great  natural  charm,  good  humor  and 
enthusiasm  have  been  appreciated  by  the  staff,  the  members  and  especially 
by  all  of  us  who  have  served  on  the  Council  during  his  term  of  office. 
We  wish  him  a  speedy  and  complete  recovery." 

A  motion  was  made  and  unanimously  carried  to  the  effect  that  this 
message  be  put  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  which  should  be  spread  upon 
the  minutes  and  a  copy  sent  to  Mr.  Pennock. 

SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

Mrs.  Allinson  reported  that  in  the  year  ending  November  14,  1956, 
there  were  3,702  visitors  to  the  Rooms.  This  compares  with  the  total  of 
4,362  during  the  same  period  last  year.  36  meetings  were  held  in  the 
Board  Room  of  the  Society  by  the  Executive  Council  and  committees  of 
the  Society;  and  34  meetings  were  held  by  committees  of  other  horti- 
cultural groups.  There  were  1,264  visitors  to  the  Library  during  the  year. 
Upon  presentation  of  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  the 
following  members  were  unanimously  re-elected  to  the  Council  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  ending  December  31,  1959. 

Mr.  W.  Atlee  Burpee,  Jr.  Mrs.  Charles  Piatt 

Mrs.  John  B.  Carson  Dr.  J.  Franklin  Styer 

Mr.  George  R.   Clark  Mr.  Carroll  R.  Wetzel 

Mrs.  J.  Norman  Henry  Mrs.  Harry  Wood 

Mr.  Henry  D.  Mirick  and  Mrs.  Donald  P.  Ross,  who  had  been 
appointed  by  the  Council  to  fill  vacancies,  were  elected  with  the  above 
group. 

Mr.  John  G.  Williams,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Council  to 
fill  a  vacancy  in  the  group  whose  term  ends  in  1957,  was  also  elected 
at  this  time. 

The  following  new  members  were  elected  each  for  a  period  of  three 
year,  ending  as  indicated: 

Mr.  Richard  H.  L.  Sexton,  1957  Mrs.  Ralph  T.  Starr,  1958 

Mrs.  Francis  H.  Scheetz,  1958  Mr.  R.  Gwynne  Stout,  1958 

The  resignations  of  three  Council  Members  were  received  with  regret' 
Mrs.  J.  Folsom  Paul 
Mrs.  William  E.   Phelps 
Mrs.  George  Reath 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

19  5  6 


The  measure  of  worth  of  an  organization  is  predicated  entirely  on 
the  caliber  and  strength  of  those  who  are  its  constituents.  Its  value  is 
not  high  because  of  the  audit  of  its  portfolio,  or  the  appraisal  placed 
on  its  furnishings  and  paintings.  The  assessment  of  a  famous  library 
is  of  little  use  unless  proper  accessibility  is  provided  so  that  those  seeking 
further  knowledge  may  benefit  by  it. 

Instead,  there  are  other  more  basic  factors  which  constitute  this  real 
barometer  of  merit:  the  standing  in  the  community,  the  ability  to  hold 
steadfastly  to  its  initial  aims  during  the  many  changes  of  administrators 
that  are  inevitable  when  the  life  span  covers  generation  after  generation. 

The  Pennsylvania  Horticultural  Society's  claim  to  success  is  unques- 
tionable; principally  because  of  the  almost  physical  pulse  which  has 
propelled  it  since  its  inception  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years 
ago,  a  pulse  which  has  actually  been  motivated  by  the  deep  interest  and 
steadfast  devotion  of  its  members. 

This  membership,  ever  increasing  in  number,  has  been  headed  by 
an  executive  group,  our  Council,  who  has,  as  the  name  implies,  led  us 
with  the  determination  of  helmsmen  who  know  what  course  they  must 
pursue. 

It  is  therefore  with  a  feeling  of  complete  complacency  that  I  step 
down  from  the  position  in  which  I  have  been  honored  during  the  past 
three  years.  Honored  because  of  the  initial  trust  that  was  placed  in  me 
to  handle  properly  the  reins  of  president,  and  grateful  because  I  have 
been  so  ably  assisted  during  my  tenure  of  office  by  an  industriously 
competent  staff. 

To  withdraw,  knowing  that  under  the  new  administration  our  affairs 
will  be  in  highly  capable  hands,  is  to  do  so  with  a  sincere  feeling  of 
gratitude  to  those  who  have  made   all   this  possible  —  our   Council. 


Thank  you. 

J.  LIDDON  PENNOCK,  JR. 

President 
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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

November    14,    1956 


Included  among  the  items  on  the  Executive  Committee's  agenda 
during  the  past  year  are  several  which  should  be  mentioned: 

Largely  as  a  result  of  the  imaginative  efforts  of  the  Horticultural 
Committee,  the  Society  is  now  offering  to  groups  of  its  members  lectures 
by  top-flight  lecturers  at  a  nominal  cost.  A  wide  range  of  topics  is 
available.  This  program  promises  to  be  very  popular  and  should  do 
much  to  broaden  the  scope  of  the  Society's  activities  in  promoting  horti- 
cultural knowledge.  The  Executive  Committee  has  budgeted  funds  in 
anticipation  of  an  enthusiastic  reception  for  this  program  in  1957. 

The  Society  is  deeply  appreciative  of  a  legacy  of  $1000  received 
from  the  estate  of  the  late  Mary  Louise  Ball,  to  be  used  "for  the  purpose 
of  encouraging  interest  in  horticulture  and  improvement  in  landscape." 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  amount  coincides  rather  closely  with 
the  probable  cost  in  1957  of  the  lectures  just  mentioned. 

A  reappraisal  of  the  Society's  books  and  furnishings  showed  a  need 
of  increased  insurance  coverage,  particularly  as  to  some  of  the  very  fine 
books  in  our  library.  With  the  approval  of  Council,  appropriate  increases 
in  insurance  were  made  effective. 

For  some  time  the  by-laws  of  the  Society  have  provided  that  the 
Nominating  Committee,  which  must  make  recommendations  regarding 
vacancies  on  the  Council  and  the  Society's  officers,  shall  consist  of  those 
members  of  the  Council  who  have  served  more  than  one  year  and  less 
than  two  years.  In  order  to  give  continuity  of  membership  on  the  Com- 
mittee, the  Executive  Committee  recommended,  and  the  Council  has 
adopted  an  amended  by-law  providing  for  a  standing  Nominating  Com- 
mittee of  six  members  elected  for  staggered  terms  of  three  years  each, 
two  members  being  chosen  from  each  of  the  three  groups  of  Council 
members. 

The  use  of  the  rooms  and  library  by  members  of  the  Societv  continues 
to  be  very  active.  Much  credit  for  this  goes  to  our  very  able  and  cheerful 
staff,  without  whose  generous  efforts  the  popularity  of  the  rooms  could 
not  grow  or  even  continue  at  all. 


CARROLL  R.  WETZEL. 

Chairman 
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GARDEN  VISITS  COMMITTEE 


During  the  past  Spring  the  Garden  Visits  Committee  arranged  for 
three  "Garden  Days"  on  Saturdays,  April  28,  May  12,  and  May  26. 
The  first  day  brought  out  almost  300  visitors,  and  the  other  two  days  an 
average  of  520  and  550  respectively.  This  includes  a  total  of  656  guests 
of  members,  and  since  these  guests,  to  a  large  degree,  finance  the  expenses 
of  the  Garden  Days,  they  are  especially  welcome.  Furthermore,  many  of 
them  subsequently  become  enthusiastic  members  of  the  Society. 

The  following  places  were  visited: 

April  27  -  in  the  Bucks  County  area 

Bowman  Hill  Wild  Flower  Preserve 
Mr.   and  Mrs.  Charles  Piatt,  Jr. 
Mr.   and  Mrs.  John  Price  Jones 
Mrs.   Dorothea  Collins 

May  12  -  along  the  Main  Line 

The  Arboretum  of  the  Barnes  Foundation 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  W.  Philler 

Mrs.   B.   Dawson  Coleman 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  R.  Breck 

Mrs.  Lewis  Parsons 

May  26  -  in  Germantown  and  Chestnut  Hill 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  D.  Levy 

Mr.   and  Mrs.  J.   Aubrey  McCurdy 

Mrs.   Dunham  Higgins 

Mr.   and  Mrs.  Albert  M.  Greenfield 

Total  expenses  amounted  to  -  -  -  -  $910.89 
Total  receipts  amounted  to  -  -  -  -  811.00 
The  Budget  allowance  was  -  -  -  -  175.00 
So  the  Committee  reports  a  balance 

(in  the  black)   of $75.11 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  owners  for  their  gracious 
hospitality  and  cooperation.  Their  willingness  to  open  their  houses  and 
gardens  to  our  members  is  deeply  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FREDERICK  W.  G.  PECK 

Chairman 
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HORTICULTURAL  COMMITTEE 

Last  January,  the  Horticultural  Committee  held  a  Photographic 
Exhibition  for  black  and  white  prints  and  Kodachrome  slides.  Our  hopes 
had  been  to  show  what  summer  flowers  were  grown  successfully,  at  a 
time  when  there  are  few  flower  shows.  Actually  the  exhibition  turned 
out  to  be  a  photographer's  delight  rather  than  a  horticultural  stimulant. 
As  the  method  of  showing  slides  was  expensive,  and  we  received  many 
more  than  expected,  we  ran  over  our  budget.  However,  it  was  a  new 
venture  and  we  believe  that  another  year,  if  we  were  to  join  with  a 
Photographic  Club,  who  had  access  to  these  viewing  machines,  an  inter- 
esting display  could  be  arranged  which  would  attract  another  group  to 
the  Society,  and  might  readily  become  an  Annual  event.  As  it  was, 
about  90  people  attended  the  exhibit.  The  major  prize  winner  had  his 
photograph  blown  up  as  a  backdrop  for  the  Society's  booth  at  the  Flower 
Show. 

33  entered  the  Daffodil  Project  for  1956;  but  due  to  the  ghastly 
spring,  only  2  showed.  This  year  68  have  ordered  the  all-white  varieties, 
and  we  shall  hope  for  a  more  normal  spring. 

The  Annual  Plant  Exchange  was  well  attended  in  Mrs.  Ballard's  barn 
in  Chestnut  Hill  on  the  last  Saturday  in  April.  It  appears  to  be  stimu- 
lating knowledge  in  horticulture  and  in  the  interesting  plant  material  of 
our  members.  Many,  who  had  been  the  previous  year,  returned  with 
friends,  hunting  for  something  unusual.  The  Garden  Club  of  Philadelphia 
sponsored  it  and  supplied  the  aides.  The  magazine  Horticulture,  printed 
a  short  article  last  spring  about  it. 

An  off-shoot  of  the  Horticultural  Committee's  plans  are  the  field 
lectures  which  started  this  fall.  The  need  to  get  out  from  the  city, 
nearer  to  where  our  members  now  live,  and  to  spread  the  usefulness  of 
the  Society  and  horticultural  knowledge,  has  long  been  felt  by  the  Council 
and  its  Executive  Committee.  As  a  result,  two  Field  Horticulturists, 
Mrs.  J.  Folsom  Paul  and  Mrs.  Frederic  L.  Ballard,  Jr.,  have  joined  the 
Staff.  They  will  give  lectures  and  demonstrations  to  groups  in  the  suburbs 
and  outlying  districts.  These  groups  will  pay  the  major  portion  of  the 
cost  and  the  Society  will  bear  the  remaining  part,  in  relation  to  the 
number  of  Society  members  in  the  group.  In  this  way,  the  Society's  work 
should  be  spread  afield  and  the  Society's  membership  increased.  Notices 
were  sent  in  the  early  fall  to  all  members  and  to  lists  including  the  Fed- 
eration of  Women's  Clubs.  To  date  40  lectures  are  scheduled,  which  is 
about  the  number  that  can  be  handled  with  ease.  50  new  members,  defi- 
nitely attributable  to  this  project,  have  joined.  When  the  number  of 
applicants  dwindles,  more  notices  will  be  mailed  to  new  lists.  In  addition, 
application  blanks  should  be  available  at  the  Society's  booth  at  all  Flower 
Shows,  etc.  In  this  manner  this  project  should  grow  steadily  in  usefulness 
to  the  Community. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGARETTA  D.  WOOD.  Chairman 
(Mrs.  Richard  D.  Wood.  Jr.) 
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MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 


At  Mrs.  Carson's  request  I  agreed  to  take  over  the  chairmanship  of 
the  Membership  Committee  last  May,  which  will  explain  why  I  am  sub- 
mitting this  report.  Before  I  go  any  further,  I  would  like  to  say  that 
without  the  wonderful  help  that  I  received  from  the  office  staff  I  feel  very 
sure  there  would  be  no  new  members  to  report  about  today! 

At  the  Flower  Show  last  March,  the  Membership  Booth  was  ably 
operated  by  Mrs.  Taggart  and  her  daughter,  who  were  assisted  by  paid 
helpers  and  this  gained  us  421  new  members.  The  letter  that  was  sent 
out  in  early  September,  resulted  most  gratifyingly  in  171  new  members 
to  date.  At  the  Chrysanthemum  Show,  ten  days  ago,  29  new  members 
joined  the  Society  as  compared  with  19  the  previous  year. 

On  the  debit  side,  we  lost  285  who  failed  to  renew  memberships  taken 
out  in  the  1955  Flower  Show,  and  a  further  246  members  failed  to 
renew  for  various  other  reasons. 

So  with  a  present  membership  of  6540  as  opposed  to  last  year's  total 
of  6450,  we  can  show  an  increase  of  90  members  for  the  year.  Once 
again,  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  Mrs.  Taggart  and  the  office  slaff  for  all 
their  able  assistance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOAN  F.  N.  SEXTON,  Chairman 

(Mrs.  Richard  H.  L.   Sexton) 
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Winner  of  the  Helen  Hope  Dechert  Award  in  the    1956  Philadelphia   Flower  Show 


PHILADELPHIA  FLOWER  SHOW  COMMITTEE 


With  the  current  building  boom  and  the  multiplicity  of  identical 
houses,  the  Philadelphia  Flower  Show  plays  an  important  part  in  helping 
home  owners  create  settings  of  beauty  and  individual  distinction  for  all 
price  ranges. 

It  was  with  this  idea  in  mind  that  the  chairman,  Mrs.  Joseph  S. 
Lovering,  Jr.,  with  Mrs.  Harry  C.  Groome  and  her  committee,  specified 
as  the  largest  and  most  important  class  in  the  1956  Flower  Show  the 
"Landscaped  Approach  to  a  Front  Door,"  which  led  into  "An  Entrance 
Hall".  These  exhibits  proved  of  great  interest  to  all  as  each  exhibitor 
treated  the  problem  in  a  varied  and  an  original  way. 

The  overall  theme  of  the  Pennsylvania  Horticultural  Society's  Section 
was  "Pageant  of  America".  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Elliot  and  her  Schedule 
Committee  planned  such  fascinating  classes  as  "Dining  at  the  White 
House",  "Frontier  Simplicity",  "The  Gold  Rush"  and  "Poor  Richard's 
Almanac". 

Miss  Eleanor  David  and  Mrs.  Charles  Becker,  Jr.,  were  responsible 
for  the  Floor  Plan  and  Educational  Exhibits.  Among  others  were  an 
Exhibit  entitled  "Grow  It  Yourself",  staged  by  The  Pennsylvania  School 
of  Horticulture  for  Women,  which  received  the  White  Ribbon  Award  of 
Merit  from  The  Garden  Club  Federation  of  Pennsylvania,  and  "An 
Indoor  Garden"  beautifully  executed  by  Mrs.  Frederic  L.  Ballard,  Jr.,  for 
which  she  was  awarded  The  Pennsylvania  Horticultural  Society's  Flower 
Show  Award,  based  on  horticultural  merit. 

Mrs.  William  A.  Randall  was  the  gracious  Chairman  of  Judges,  while 
Mrs.  H.  Martyn  Kneedler  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Wurts  were  the  able  Hospi- 
tality Chairmen.  Mrs.  H.  Rowland  Timms  was  again  responsible  for 
our  excellent  Publicity,  and  Mr.  Walter  L.  Hewes  (Chairman  of  Staging) 
for  the  even  tempo   of  the  Exhibitors,   achieved   by   his   quiet   efficiency. 

Mrs.  Lovering  will  again  be  the  overall  chairman  for  the  1957  Show, 
for  which  you  will  soon  receive  your  Schedules  packed  with  new  and 
intriguing  ideas,  inviting  you  to  participate  in  this,  the  greatest  of  all 
Flower  Shows. 


MARGARET  B.  REBMANN,  Chairman 
(  Mrs.   Walter   Rebmann  ) 


17 


1956  EXHIBITION  COMMITTEE 


The  Christmas  Show  proves  to  be  the  most  popular  show  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Society,  with  the  largest  attendance.  Last  year,  962  people 
visited  the  rooms  during  the  week  of  this  Show. 

For  two  weeks  in  February  of  this  year  we  had  a  beautiful  exhibit 
of  botanical  drawings  by  Anne  Ophelia  Todd.  Miss  Todd  is  a  well  known 
New  York  artist  who  has  done  illustrating  for  Life  magazine.  Although 
the  publicity  in  advance  was  excellent,  the  attendance  of  110  was  dis- 
appointing. 

On  March  7th  and  8th  there  was  a  display  of  early  blooms  exhibited 
by  the  Arthur  Hoyt  Scott  Horticultural  Foundation  of  Swarthmore  College. 
The  attendance  was  53. 

The  Daffodil  Show  was  again  held  in  the  Central  Penn  National  Bank 
at  Broad  and  Walnut  Streets.  This  show  was  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Mrs.  Carroll  R.  Wetzel,  of  the  Weeders  Garden  Club,  who  was  assisted 
by  the  Planters  Garden  Club.  There  were  not  as  many  blooms  as  in 
previous  years,  but  this  was  due  to  the  unusually  late  season.  As  usual, 
Mr.  Harry  Wood,  representing  the  Arthur  Hoyt  Scott  Horticultural  Foun- 
dation, and  Mr.  Charles  Mueller,  displayed  named  collections  of  beautiful 
blooms.  An  exhibit  of  rare  and  interesting  varieties  was  sent  from  Oregon 
by  Mr.  Jan  de  Graaff.  It  is  always  a  popular  show  and  the  attendance 
was  good. 

On  May  16th  and  17th,  the  Arthur  Hoyt  Scott  Horticultural  Founda- 
tion exhibited  a  collection  of  named  varieties  of  Peonies.  This,  too,  was 
a  sparse  showing  because  of  the  late  season.  However,  there  was  a  fine 
display  of  herbaceous  Peonies  and  Hybrid  Lilacs.     The  attendance  was  66. 

Flower  Arrangements  seem  to  be  next  in  popularity  to  the  Christmas 
Show  as  proved  by  our  October  exhibit.  From  October  15th  to  19th, 
John  W.  Cox,  wholesale  florist  of  Philadelphia,  exhibited  a  large  assort- 
ment of  dried  plant  material  along  with  arrangements  showing  how  to 
use  them.  This  was  exceptionally  well  staged  and  appealed  greatly  to 
the  public  with  an  attendance  of  202. 

Again,  I  would  like  to  say  that  if  you,  our  members,  have  comments 
to  offer,  this  Committee  would  appreciate  them. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNE  WERTSNER  WOOD 
(Mrs.  Harry  Wood) 


LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 


In  her  report  on  the  Library  for  1954-55,  Mrs.  Reath  called  attention 
to  the  increasing  use  of  its  facilities.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  this 
trend  has  continued  and  that  during  the  year  1955-56  a  new  all-time  high 
has  been  established  in  terms  of  number  of  visitors  and  number  of  books 
circulated. 

During  the  year  just  closed,  the  Library  had  1,264  visitors — an  in- 
crease of  172  over  last  year.  The  number  of  books  circulated  was  1,356 — 
an  increase  of  341  over  the  preceding  year.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  percentage  of  books  which  are  circulated  by  mail  has  undergone  a 
steady  increase  during  recent  years  and  that  during  the  present  year  512 
books,  representing  38%,   were  circulated  in  this  manner. 

The  increased  use  of  our  Library  may  be  ascribed  in  part  to  the 
enlarged  membership  of  the  Society  and  in  part  to  the  fine  publicity 
given  to  the  Library  in  our  column  in  Horticulture.  In  this  connection  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  cooperation  of  Mrs.  G.  R.  Rebmann.  Jr. 

In  addition  to  the  volumes  acquired  from  our  operating  budget,  the 
Library  has  been  the  recipient  of  41  volumes  donated  by  members  and 
friends.  While  the  list  of  donors  is  too  lengthy  to  be  enumerated  here, 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  in  particular  the  generous  gifts  of  Mrs. 
J.  Norman  Henry,  Mrs.  H.  Howard  Ellison,  and  Mr.  J.  Somers  Smith,  Jr. 

Under  a  plan  instituted  some  time  ago,  the  Library  has  ordered  67 
books  for  members.  We  receive  a  10%  commission  on  these  orders 
and  this  money  is  deposited  in  the  Library  Savings  Account,  a  special 
fund  started  by  Mrs.  Henry  to  be  used  for  purchases  not  covered  in  the 
operating  budget. 

A  total  of  56  new  books  was  purchased  during  the  last  year.  Many 
of  these  have  been  acquired  at  the  request  of  our  members;  others  have 
been  suggested  by  the  personnel  of  the  Library  Committee.  The  Library 
subscribes  to  77  periodicals  which  range  from  elementary  horticulture 
through  bulletins  of  various  plant  societies  to  serious  botanical  publi- 
cations. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  at  this  time  the  services  of  our 
Librarian,  Miss  Mary  Green,  whose  skillful  administration  of  our  Library 
has  contributed  so  greatly  to  its  fine  record  of  usefulness. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  FOGG,  JR. 

Chairman 
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LIBRARY  ACCESSIONS— 1955-56 

ADRIANCE   &   BRISON.    Propagation   of  Horticultural  Plants.    McGraw-Hill,    1955. 

ALDRIDGE.  DORA  M.     Make  Your  Own  Corsage.    Dorrance,  1955. 

ALLWOOD.    MONTAGU    C.     Carnations,    Pinks    and    All    Dianthus,    4th    ed.     All- 
woocl,  1954. 

AMERICAN     RHODODENDRON     SOCIETY.       Rhododendrons,    1956..     American 
Rhododendron  Soc,   1956. 

BEAR,  FIRMAN,  ed.    Chemistry  of  the  Soil.     Reinhold,  1955. 

BEDSON,  FREDERICK.     Successful  Begonia  Culture.     Collingridge,  19.54. 

BENNETT,   RALPH  W.     Studies   in  Penstenion,  No.  2  -  Subgenus  Dasanthera. 
American  Penslemon  Soc,  1954. 

BERTRAND  &  GUILLAUMIN.     Cacti.     Crosby  Lockwood,  1955. 

BLATTER,  MILLARD  &  STEARN.     Some  Beautiful  Indian  Trees.     Bombay,  N.  H. 
Soc,  1954. 

BROMFIELD,  LOUIS.     From  My_  Experience.     Harper,   1955. 

CATTELL,  JACQUES,  ed.    American  Men  of  Science. 
Biological  Sciences. 
Vol.   11.     Science  Press,  1955. 

CHABOT,  ERNEST.     The  New  Greenhouse  Gardening  for  Everyone.     Barrows,  19.5.5. 

CHASE  &  POUNCY.     Soil  Block  Gardening.     Faber  &  Faber,'  1955. 

CHIDAMIAN,  CLAUDE.     Bonsai,  Miniature  Trees.     Van  Nostrand,   1955. 

CHRISTOPHER,  EVERETT  P.     The  Pruning  Manual.     Macmillan,  1954. 

CHURCH,  THOMAS.     Gardens  Are  tor  People.     Reinhold,  1955. 

COOMBES,  R.  H.    Soil  Warming  by  Electricity.    Phil.  Lib.,  1955. 

CORE,   EARL   L.     Plant   Taxonomy.     Prentice   Hall,   1955. 

CRAIG,  ROBERT  T.    The  Mammillaria  Handbook.     Abbey,  1945. 
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LECTURE  COMMITTEE 

This  year  your  Lecture  Committee  arranged  a  series  of  four  talks, 
one  a  visual  demonstration  and  the  others  illustrated.  The  average  attend- 
ance of  members  and  guests  at  these  affairs  was  85,  and  our  best  attendance 
for  a  single  event  was  130. 

The  following  well-known  speakers  were  heard  on  their  favorite 
subjects: 

Mr.  Wallace  A.  Mitcheltree — "How  Organic  Matter  Acts  in  the  Soil." 

Mr.  Fred  F.  Rockwell — "Bulbs  for  Beauty  the  Year  Round." 

Mr.  Richard  Thomson — "Old  Roses  for  Contemporary  Gardens." 

Mr.  Jan  deCraaff — "New  Lilies  and  Their  Development." 

The  Committee,  composed  of  Mr.  Carl  Fenninger,  Dr.  John  M.  Fogg, 
Jr.,  Mr.  Charles  K.  Hallowell,  and  Mr.  John  C.  Wister.  hope  that  you 
have  enjoyed  their  selection  of  speakers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  BECKER.  JR. 

Chairman 
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AZALEA  GARDEN  COMMITTEE 


The  Azalea  Garden  in  Fairmouiit  Park  during  the  season  of  1956. 
showed  a  steady  increase  in  beauty,  growth  and  public  interest.  The 
plantings  in  the  different  beds  have,  with  a  few  exceptions,  done  exceed- 
ingly  well. 

Different  members  of  the  Committee  were  assigned  separate  months 
for  closer  observation  and  inspection  of  the  garden  throughout  the  year. 
This  proved  very  successful  and  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Committee 
members  have  been  both  valuable  and  helpful. 

Large  signs  were  placed  at  both  ends  of  the  garden,  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public  to  the  garden  and  stating  that  it  is  the  gift  of  this 
Society. 

Particular  attention  had  been  given  to  the  choice  and  selection  of 
desirable  varieties  of  Azaleas  and  Rhododendrons. 

This  year  the  Fairmount  Park  authorities  assigned  a  full  time  gar- 
dener, and  the  condition  of  the  garden  throughout  the  season  has  shown 
the  benefit  of  this  attention. 

This  past  autumn.  Bed  No.  4  was  planted  with  fifty  excellent  Dexter 
hybrid  Rhododendron  plants.  2500  additional  spring  flowering  bulbs 
were  planted.  These  included  2000  Crocus  in  5  different  varieties  and 
500  Narcissus  in  5  different  varieties. 

The  Azalea  Garden  Fund  still  has  a  small  balance  available  for  re- 
placements or  for  more  plantings  which  may  become  either  desirable  or 
necessary.     Additional  donations  to  this  fund  wall  be  appreciated. 

Finally,  I  want  to  thank  each  member  of  this  Committee  for  the 
time,  interest  and  enthusiasm  which  each  one  has  given  to  his  or  her 
assigned  task.  Each  has  done  well  indeed.  Much  appreciation  and  thanks 
are  also  due  to  the  Park  authorities.  Commissioners  and  staff  for  their 
continued  help  and  cooperation. 

We  want  our  own  members  and  the  public  to  be  sure  to  visit  the 
garden  next  May.     It  promises  to  be  very  beautiful. 


JOHN  B.  CARSON,  M.D. 

Chairman 
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CHRYSANTHEMUM  SHOW  COMMITTEE 


The  Annual  Chrysanthemum  Show  sponsored  by  The  Pennsylvania 
Horticultural  Society,  in  co-operation  with  the  Arthur  Hoyt  Scott  Horti- 
cultural Foundation  and  the  Philadelphia  Branch  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Gardeners,  was  held  November  2,  3  and  4,  at  the  Field  House 
on  the  beautiful  campus  of  Swarthmore  College. 

Visitors  were  treated  with  a  new  look  in  displaying  Chrysanthemums 
this  year.  Instead  of  the  usual  solid  banks  of  cut  flowers  and  plants, 
there  were  no  less  than  seven  skillfully  arranged  gardens  which  was  quite 
refreshing  to  see. 

A  beautiful  Begonia  garden  was  also  quite  prominent  and  won  The 
Pennsylvania  Horticultural  Society  Flower  Show  award.  This  garden 
was  exhibited  by  the  William  Penn  Branch  of  the  American  Begonia 
Society. 

Mrs.  Thomas  U.  Schock,  of  Parkesburg,  won  a  second  leg  on  the 
David  Leslie  Poe  memorial  award  in  Class  46.  H  Mrs.  Schock  wins  a 
third  time,  the  trophy  of  a  beautiful  silver  bowl  will  be  hers.  Twenty 
out  of  forty-six  entries  showed  in  this  class. 

The  Garden  Club  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  green  and  white  ribbon 
for  the  best  arrangement  in  the  show  went  to  Mrs.  Paul  Rebmann.  Their 
green  and  white  ribbon  for  an  outstanding  horticultural  exhibit  went  to 
William  McGawn,  head  gardener  for  Mrs.  H.  A.  W.  Myrin. 

The  Garden  Club  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  white  ribbon  for  out- 
standing work  in  education,  went  to  the  Aruthur  Hoyt  Scott  Horticultural 
Foundation  for  their  very  excellent  berry  exhibit. 

The  cut  flower  tables,  while  quite  competitive,  did  not  have  the 
quantity  of  material  of  other  years  due,  perhaps,  to  the  week-long  rains 
just  prior  to  the  show,  which  no  doubt  hampered  the  amateurs  who  were 
at  the  mercy  of  the  weather. 

However,  clearing  skies  on  Friday  brought  in  the  usual  crowd  and 
some  4500  people  attended  the  show. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  officials  of  Swarthmore  College  for  allowing 
us   to   present   our   show   once   more.       Their   cooperation    was    excellent. 

Our  thanks,  also,  to  a  wonderful  committee  who  worked  very  hard 
to  make  the  show  a  success. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  H.  WEBER 

Chairman 
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AWARDS  COMMITTEE 


Our  Society  presents  four  types  of  Awards: 

1.  The   Courtesy   Award,   for   members   who   open   their 
gardens  for  the  Society. 

2.  The    Flower  Show  Award. 

3.  The  Special  Award  to  individuals  for   Horticultural 
Excellence  or  achievement. 

4.  An  Award  for  Landscape  Planting  of  Public  Buildings. 

In  addition  to  these  4  types  of  awards,  the  Society  for  many  years 
has  offered  The  James  Boyd  Memorial  Medal  to  an  exhibitor  in  The 
American  Peony  Society  Show.  This  year  it  was  given  to  Dr.  E.  Sanford 
Hyde,   of  River  Forest,   Illinois. 

At  the  Philadelphia  Flower  Show  in  March,  our  Award  was  given 
to  "An  Indoor  Garden"  by  Ernesta  Ballard  of  Chestnut  Hill.  This  was 
judged  "the  best  exhibit  in  the  show,  horticulturally  as  well  as  educa- 
tionally, with  distinction  in  design  and  plant  material  in  beautiful 
condition". 

At  the  New  England  Spring  Flower  Show,  Boston,  sponsored  by  the 
Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  our  Award  was  presented  to  the 
Gardner  Museum  for  a  group  of  Amaryllis. 

At  the  International  Flower  Show  in  New  York,  our  Award  was 
given  to  the  Horticultural  Committee  of  the  Garden  Club  of  America 
for  an  extremely  well-planned  exhibit  of  Plant  Propagation  which,  in  the 
words  of  the  judges,  "stimulates  good  horticultural  practice  and  creates 
an  ever-widening  interest  in  gardening". 

At  the  Chrysanthemum  Show  at  Swarthmore,  The  Flower  Show 
Award  was  presented  to  the  Margaret  C.  Gruenbaum  and  the  William 
Penn  Branches  of  the  American  Begonia  Society  for  their  combined  well- 
planned  and  interesting  exhibit  of  many  varieties  of  Begonias. 

The  Special  Award  of  Merit  was  presented  at  the  Spring  Luncheon 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Bush-Brown  for  Horticultural  Achievement  in 
Education,  and  to  Dr.  S.  Lehman  Nyce  for  Horticultural  Excellence  in 
the  culture  of  Camellias. 

The  Awards  Committee  has  under  consideration  a  list  of  commercial 
firms  and  public  buildings  whose  landscape  plaintings  may  prove  worthy 
of  an  award  which  will  be  announced  next  year. 

ESTELLE  L.  SHARP 

Chairman 


24 


